ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 10, 1981 


Mr. Robert P. Hilt II 
P. 0. Box 623 DTS 
Omaha, NE 68101 

Dear Mr. Hilt: 

You were thoughtful to put a note into the copy of your 
"Die Varieties of Early U. S. Coins" which I ordered from you. The 
note commented on your view that the 1804 dollar obverse die was made 
up from an old spare die dated 180_ which was complete except for the 
last digit of the date. You also state that as to the 1801, 1802 and 
1803 dollar proofs as well. 

I was pleased to read all of the research which you did on 
die varieties of the early material and hope you are progressing well 
on Volume 2. I might suggest that you not be so hard on prior writers 
as they often had limited sources of information and you have their 
findings to work with. 

I do have some questions. Do you feel that an obverse die 
having border denticles already on it was machined to produce a flat 
border on the circumference? Do you feel the denticles on the 1801, 
1802 and 1803 proofs and the 1804 are the same as on the old type 180_ 
dies? Do you feel that then existing reverse dies had a flat border 
machined onto them if there were already finished dies without a flat 
border? Why would the borders be changed in style if dies were already 
made up and merely needed machining to a different diameter to fit into 
a collar die? 



jah 

bcc: vMr. Bornard Edison 
Mr. Ketmtth Bressett 



